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WARREN, PA, April 13, 2017 – The Board of Directors for the Rural Regional College of Northern
Pennsylvania (RRC) announced today it has selected Warren, PA, to be the site of the RRC’s
Administrative Center.
The Administrative Center will be just one of many locations for the RRC, and will house the
school’s administrative offices. Classrooms, computer labs, teleconferencing and other
technical lab spaces may be added in the future.
The center will initially be located at Jefferson House, then move to permanent facilities at the
former South Street School when renovations there are completed in early 2018. The RRC will
share the facility with the Warren-Forest Higher Education Council.
With plans to enroll its first students for fall 2017 classes, the RRC’s mission is to provide
affordable, accessible, career-focused technical and associates degree programs for residents of
nine northwestern Pennsylvania counties (Cameron, Crawford, Elk, Erie, Forest, McKean,
Potter, Venango and Warren).
Rather than being organized around a “main campus,” the RRC’s unique delivery model will
include a strong network of community-based College Centers and Satellite Delivery Sites
housed in existing facilities across all nine counties in the region, in addition to the
Administrative Center in Warren.
“The RRC Board of Directors was very pleased with the level of interest across the region, and
received proposals from eight potential sites for the Administrative Center,” explains Amanda
Hetrick, the RRC Site Committee Chair. “After very careful consideration, the Warren site stood
out across key criteria, including its central location within the region, quality of the facilities,
and competitive cost. Community support was an important factor as well, and included area
legislators, the county commissioners, local government officials, local business leaders, the
Warren Foundation, the Warren/Forest Higher Education Council and the Warren County
School District."
Criteria evaluated by the RRC’s site selection committee and board of directors included
location of the proposed facility, lease cost, Internet access, efficiency of space, proximity to

and ease of access from major highways and thoroughfares, proximity to public bus service,
and access to fiber optic cable.
In addition to selecting the Warren site for the Administrative Center, the selection committee
recommended continuing discussions with the business community for two additional locations
in St. Marys and Titusville to support technical education. Discussion also will continue with the
University of Pittsburgh at Titusville to explore shared services.
“The selection of an Administrative Center is an important step forward for the RRC, and for our
community,” said Duane Vicini, the RRC Project Executive. “ The RRC is happening because
business, government, educators and the community are working together. We’re building a
unique system to ensure local residents have access to the education and training they need to
build well-paying careers, and to ensure local businesses have the skilled talent pool they need
to grow our economy.”
Development of the RRC began in 2012 with the creation of a pilot program, the Education
Consortium of the Upper Allegheny, to fill the educational and training void resulting from the
lack of community colleges in the region. The RRC will replace ECUA as early as fall 2017, once
certifications are received from the Pennsylvania Department of Education.
###
For more information, contact Duane Vicini at dvicini@ecuapa.org

